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SELECTMEN’S REPORT.

The amount of Funds chargeable to the Treas-urer for the year ending February 23, 1853,
$8,075 39
To balance in the Treasury Feb. 27, 1852, $4385 13
List of town, county, state & school taxes, 1,849 84
Non-resident taxes,

340 20

District No. 6,
Non-resident school house taxes,
List of resident school house taxes for
District No. 11,
Non-resident taxes,
Cash received from state literary fund,

411 96
27 33

Cash received as rail road tax,

195 33

‘«
highway taxes,
List of resident school house taxes for

Interest on surplus revenue fund,
Principal of surplus revenue fund,
Literary fund,
Cash frem county for paupers,

212 13

47 08
15 02

90 90
197
3,348
712
192

49
00
15
83

$8,075 39 $8,075 39
EXPENDITURES.

The whole amount of Expenditures for the year
ending February 23, 1853,

By paid old orders, 1851,

$3,563 17

213 00

State tax, 1852,

247 90

County tax, 1852,

552 07

Scheols, 1852,

777 13

Rockingham Institute,
17 89
School dist. No. 6, balance due 1851-2, 36 76
School house tax, dist. No, 11,
60 00
Execution agaidst school dist. No.6, 418 70
Roads and Bridges,
46 92
Non-resident taxes in labor,
128 22

Militia,

3.00

Interest
Town officers,

|

100
287
31
307

Abatements,

For poor,
Committe on burying ground,
Miscellaneous expenses,

63
88
94
40

—

202 38
244 35

Privcipal of surplus revenue fund,

3,34800

3,348 00

Literary fund,

712 15

712 15

Balance in hands of Treasurer,

519 07

519 07

$8,355 34

$8,355 39

Outstanding Orders to the amount of two

hundred and eighty dollars to be taken
from the above

account,

280 06
Se

ee tet

280 00
ONES

peer

$8,075 39 $8,075 39
Londonderry, Feb. 23, 1853.
The undersigned, auditors of the town of Londonderry, have
examined the accounts of the selectmen of said town for the year
ending March, 1853, and find the same methodically kept and
ae cast and properly vouched.
ROBERT MACK,
;AvpDIToRs.
F. D. ANDERSON,
PAID

SCHOOLS.

Paid School District No. 1,
f
a y.
Mapes
K
Ps jahidi #4, Pek
“
a
7
66

66

6c

3,

113
99
70
78
51

79
16
33
71

56

66

“6

66

6,

5l

34

¢

66

66

rif

70

50

6

4%

&

8,

100

07

66

66

66

9,

70

03:

.f
7

recat Dh
pepelaae sf

15 78
45 86
777 13

SCHOOL

HOUSE

Paid School District No. 11,
Execution against dist. No. 6,

Thirty six dollars and seventy-six
cents due dist. No. 6, 1851,
Rockingham County Institute,

777 1S

TAX.
60 00

60 00

418 70

418 70

36 76

36 76

17 89

17 89

5
ROADS AND BRIDGES.
3 89
Paid Elbridge Greely for plank,
5 70
Edward P. Ealey for plank,
Simeon Titcomb, rep’ing Anderson bridge, 11 00
7 25
Freeman Corning, repairing bridge,
50
William H. Adams for labor on bridge,
Leonard Paige for plank for bridge,
3 25
Francis D, Anderson, work on bridge,
1 00
Isaac Kimball, work on bridge near
2 50
Joshua Goodwins,
11 83
John Goss, repairing Goss bridge,

* 46 92

Non- resident’highway taxes paid in labor, 119 26
“ 1851,
8 96

128 22

MILITIA.
Paid Henry Crowell, enrolling oldiers:
Charles D. Greeley, ‘
Samuel Gilcreast,
:
*

1 00
1 00
1 00

INTEREST.
Paid Reed P. Clark on borrowed money,
John A. Holmes on town note,

345
97 18

TOWN OFFICERS.
Paid Reed P. Clark, Selectman,
Jonathan Savory,
*

45 70
43 07

Warren Richardson,

“

45 86

John A. Holmes, treas’er & surveying road, 16 00
William A. Holmes, collecting taxes
Dist. No. 6,
William A. Holmes, town clerk,
Reed ¥P. Clark select clerk,

6 50
12 00
10 00

Timothy G. Brainard, for services in examining Summer schools, 16 half days
spent,

2in May, 7 in June, 1 in July

and 6 in August,
Timothy G. Brainard for services, in examining Winter schools, 13 half days,
3 in Nov., 5in Dec.,4 in Jan.,

9 33

lin Feb.,

7 58

Timothy G. Brainard, 4 half days, endeaving to settle troubles in school,

2 33

Timothy G. Brainard, for services

amining teachers of Summer

in ex-

schools,

5 half days, May 15, May 21, May 26,

May 27, and May 29,

i) ver)~

6
Timothy G. Brainard, for services in examing’ teachers of the Winter schools,

5 half days, Oct. 28, Nov. 13, Nov. 27, Dec. 10, and January 3,
2 92
Timothy G. Brainard, for services in
making out the School Report,
4 00
Timothy G. Brainard, for services in
making out the statistical report to the
Sec. of State,
2 00
Timothy G. Brainard, for services in copying out statistical report to Sec. State. 1 00
Samue)] Gilcreast, school committee,
Jonathan McAllister school com. 1851,
Robert Mack, auditor,

12 00
3 06
118
118

Francis D. Anderson, auditor,
Reed P. Clark, selectment gives.

7 54

Warren Richardson, “

1 77

ABATEMENTS.
Paid William A. Holmes, abatement on
list of taxes,
Wm.

1852
1415
113
16 66

A. Holmes, for 1951 list of taxes,

oh
ALMS

HOUSE

EXPENSES.

Paid E. G. Chase, one year’s salary,
J. M. Usher, bill 1851,
E. B. Haynes for wagon,
Isaac Coburn, making cart body,
D. C. Palmer, work done on cart,

225
6
60
3

00
36
00
00

3 80.

TOWN PAUPERS NOT AT ALMS HOUSE.
Paid Orlando Paige for boarding and nursing Elisabeth Griffin,
10 50
Ruben White for goods for Peter Martin, 2 70
William E. Robinson for boarding and
and expense for W. Colby’s wife,
Edward Parker, coffin for Mrs. Dwinnels,

2 50
2 50

Daniel Esty, keeping and nursing Richard Esty,
1 50
Jonathan Savory tohelp for B. W. Woodbridge,
60
Town of Deerfield for boarding and
nursing Jane Pettergill,
32 08
J. J. Straw for coffins for Wm. and
Frances Boyce,
5 00

298 16

T
William J. Campbell for attendance on
R. Esty,
William J. Campbell for attendance on
Mrs. Colby,

3 70
5 00

66 16

COUNTY PAUPERS NOT AT ALMS HOUSE.
Paid J. M. Usher for goods and provisions
for Savory Bancroft,
5 13
William J. Campbell for medical services
for Savory Bancroft,

COMMITTEE

475

ON BUYRING

GROUND.

Paid Cyrus W. Towns for land,

200 09

Thomas Patterson com. on burying
ground, including pay for rec. deed,

2 38
eee

MISCELLANEOUS TOWN
Paid Edwards, Holman & Co. for safe,

9 88

ee eo

202 38
(ee
eee ee

EXPENSES.
135 00

M. & L. Railroad Co. for freight,
Calvin Boyd for moving safe, and servic-

2 28

es as moderator,
D. & D. J. Clark for council,

1 75
2 00

Thos. Patterson for services on pauper
business,

1 00

Reed P. Clark, time & expenses procuring safe,
William Anderson, surveying land, and
deed for grave yard,
Jona. Savory, taking of town house,
=
‘‘ going to Exeter for Co.money,
Reed P. Clark, stationery blank books &c.
Warren Richardson for taking depositions,
as

‘* moderator,

9
‘** procuring council,
William Hall to damage done to wagon
on bridge near Leach & Ayres,
Warren Richardson for services to Auburn settling with Wm. Hall,
John Shipley, taking care hearse house,
J, Everton, cutting bushes in grave yd.,
Daniel G. Coburn, repairing fence
round grave yard,
Dantel H. Batchelder, postage 1851,
af
‘*
1852,
Arley Plummer, to postage,

3 98
2 00
2 50
500
3 39
3 50

15551

400

2 00
1 50

1 50
125

1 50
1 25
1 10
$5
20

22 04
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REPORT.
OF

SUPERINTENDING

THE

SCHOOL COMMITTEE.

GENTLEMEN:
The

Superintending Committee

year beg leave to submit the following

on Schools during the past

REPORT.

We have attended to our duties of examining the Teachers of the
public schools, and also the several schools in the different districts of
the town; and now present you with a brief view of each in their numerical order.
DISTRICT NO. 1.

The Summer School in this district was taughtby Miss Elisabeth M.
Hamblet, of Bedford.

Miss H. is an experienced

and skilful teacher,

and succeeds well both in the government and instruction ofher school.
She possesses the happy faculty of winning therespect and love of
her pupils, and of despatching business in the school room without
slighting it. ‘The classes generally appeared well, and afew of them
very well, as a small class in Parley’s Geography, a class in Colburn’s
Arithmetic, also one in Adams’ Arithmetic, a class in Grammar and
the first class in spelling and defining the words of their lesson. Several of the girls read compositions.
This School began May 24th and closed July 31st; length in weeks
10. Number of scholars above 4 years old attending school 2 weeks, 60.
Number ofdifferent scholars that attended this school, 68. Wages per
month, $8 00.

The Winter School was’ taught by B. F. Wallace, Esq., of Bed-

ford.

Mr. W,

is so well

£nownasa

teacher in all this section

of

our state, thatit is unnecessary to say more than that this is the third
winter within four years that he has taught this schoo]. The school

appeared well in its several exercises, and the scholars in all the different branches gave evidence that they had made fair improvement.

School began

Nov. 29th, and closed Feb.

2d ; length in weeks 9

No. of scholars above 4 years old attending school 2 weeks, 59. Whole

number ofscholars attending school 60. No of different scholars summer and winter over 4 years old that attended school 2 weeks, 79,

Wages per month $25 00. Whole amount of school money $113 79,

10
This is one of the largest schools in town, and is the most forward
school. It consists of a great many classes, and their studies range
from the alphabet to Algebra and Philosophy. It is a very large
district in territory, and some of the families reside at a great distance
from the school house. ‘The Winter register returns 12 asthe number in
the district between the ages of 4 and 16 who have not attended school
anywhere. ‘his number added to 79 gives 91 different scholars in this
district. Several members of the district were present at the close of
the summer and the winter schools, evincing thus their interest in
the cause of education, and encouraging the scholars and the teacher.

DISTRICT

NO. IU.

The Summer school in this district was taught by Miss

ANNETTE

E. Hazexron, of Chester.

This school appeared to be under good subjection, and to have correct instruction given in the different studies pursued. ‘The classes
in all their studies had made fair improvement, and some had done
very well. Many in the district were so well pleased with Miss H. as
a teacher, that could her services have been secured she would have
been employed for several weeks longer in a select school. Some attention was paid to vocal music and also to composition.
School began May 24th and closed Aug. 5th ; length in weeks 10 1-2.
Number of schulars over 4 years old that attended school 2. weeks,

50 Number of different scholars that attended school, 50. Wages
per month, $7 00.
The Winter School was taught by Mr. George M. Weare, of Andover. It was Mr. W.’s first attempt at teaching school, and he did
very

well

fur a

beginner.

He

was

not

so

accurate

and

ready

in his instructions as an experienced teacher who is familiar with
all the studies.
But he succeeded generally in interesting his scholars in their stadies, and mostof them made fair, improvement.
He took particular pains to form them to good manners; a subject
which is entirely neglected by most of our teachers. Some attention
was paid to declamation and composition.
School began Nov. 15th and closed January 13th; length in weeks 9.
Number of scholars over 4 years old attending school 2 weeks, 50.
Numberjof different scholars that attended school, 50. No. ofscholars

summer and winter 2 weeks, 62. Wages
amount of school money $99 10.
«
There was some little trouble in the
harmoniously settled.

DISTRICT

per month $2000.

Whole

'
winter school, but it was all

NO. III. (Anderson.)

‘The Summer school in this district was taught by Miss Hannan
M. Wesster, of Derry. It was Miss W.’s first school, and she succeeded well both in governing and instructing her pupils.
All the
classes had made fair improvement, while a class in Morse’s Geography, in Grammar, and the first class in spelling appeared unusually
well at the examination.
As a closing exercise the whole school repeated in concert the Twenty-third Psalm.
School began June 7th and closed Ang. 28; length in weeks 12,

Number of scholars over 4 years old attending school2 weeks 33.

ii
Whole number of scholars in attendance 33. Wages per month, $6 00.
Amount contributed in Board, $15 00.

The Wiater

School was taught by Mr. Joun W.

Greecey,

of

this town.
Mr. G. has had some experience in teaching, and in this school gave
good satisfaction to his patrons. ‘The school when visited by your
committee appeared well, both in respect to order and the recitations
of the scholars, and fair improvement was made in the several studies pursued,
School began Nov. Ist, and closed Dec. 17; length in weeks 7. No.
of scholars over 4 years old attending school 2 weeks 33. Whole number of scholars attending school over 4 years 33. No. of different
scholars in the Summer and Winter over 4 years old attending
school 2 weeks 42.. Wages per month $8 00. Amount contributed in
Board, $10 50. Whole amount of schuvol money $51 56.
several scholars in this school who reside in

Windham,

‘There

are

but as there

is nothing in either register to designate them, yonr committee cannot
separate them in their report, and they are therefore zncluded in the
present returns for both the summer and winter schools.
‘The selectmen should see to it that in the distribution of the public school moneys the prudential Committee of this district furnishes them with the
true number of scholars entitled to draw from these moneys.
‘These
scholars ought not to draw money from this town, and certainly not

both from this town and from Windham.
DISTRICT

NO.

—)

IV. (Woodburn.)

The Summer School in this district was taught by Miss Saran
Jane Gitcreast of this town.
Miss G. possesses both experience
and skill in teaching, has a thorough knowledge of the studies pursued, is familiar with them, and is ready and accurate in her instructions. Her school when visited appeared orderly and well taught,
and the several classes had made good improvernent in their studies,

particularly the first class in reading, spelling and defining
the words
spelt, the class in Colburn’s Arithmetic and in Morse’s Geography.
School

began May 24th, and closed Aug. 18th ; length in weeks 12.

Number of scholars over 4 years old

attending schoo!

Whole number of scholars attending school

2 weeks

$3.

34. Wages per month

$7 00. Amount contributed in Board, $15 00

The Winter ‘School was commenced by Mr. Jonn 8S. Donanve of
Nashua. While under his charge, it was visited by one of your committee, who saw nothing why everything was not moving along pleas-

antly. Mr. D. certainly sustained a very creditable examination, and
your committee did not know of his leaving till after he had been gone
several days. Mr. John W. Greevey immediately after finishing his
school in District No. 8. engaged in this school, and when visited hy
your committee seemed to be doing well. But serious trouble soon
arose and your committee was twice called in to settle them. We
were however soon convinced that the main cause of the difficulties
lay beyond our reach in a district feud that had been pressed into the
schoo|.

More

than this brief statement

subject, but would express

we

forbear

to make on

this

the hope that the members of this dis-

trict will bear in mind the words of the great Teacher “ Blessed are

12
peace-makers ;” and that Sy a hearty union in their schoo) affairs‘
henceforth prevent the'like recurrence of a loss of the use oftheir fine
school-house, the waste of their school money, and the sacrifice of
their children’s time.
‘
School began Nov, 29th, and closed Jan’y 25, under both teachers ;
length in weeks 7. No. of scholars above 4 years old attending school
2 weeks 30. Whole number of scholars attending school $0. No. of
different scholars summer and winter over 4 years old atttending
school 2 weeks 45. Wages per month $18 00 Ist teacher ;$20 00 2d
Teacher. Whole amount of “School Money” 70 33.
DISTRICT

NO.

V.

(Whittier.)

The Summer School in this district was taught by Miss Saran L,
Simonps, of this town. Miss S. possesses a good knowledge ofthe
severai studies pursued, has an aptness to teach, and a happy faculty
of governing. Good order and sound instruction prevailed in her
school; and she deservedly ranks high as an instructress. Her aim
was not to have her pupils go over{a great deal of ground, but to go
thoroughly as far as they did proceed. All of the classes appeared
well, and particularly so several of the younger classes in reading,
spelling, and reciting the abbreviations, and the pauses and marks
used In writing.
School began May 24th, and closed Aug. 14th ; length in weeks 12.
No. of scholars over 4 years old attending school 2 weeks, 36. Whole
number, 36. Wages per mouth. $6 00.
:
The Winter School in this district was taughtby the Rev. ABEL
Fretcuer, of Litchfield. Mr. Fletcher is a very competent teacher
in
respect to his literary qualifications, and possesses more than ordinary
talent for imparting instruction.
Experience has rendered him familiar with the various branches of study pursued in our schools, and
with the difficulties which young learners usually find in these branches. He is not so rapid in despatching the ordinary routine of business
in the sehool-room, nor so strict and energetic in the administration
of government as is desirable. The order that prevailed in the school
was not so good as we have often found in it, for this has been for years

one of the most easily and best governed schools in town. All the
classes appeared very well on examination, but most of the scholars
are small. ‘The classes in spelling appeared better in this school than

in any other in town.

any other

school,

More attention

and it would

was paid to writing than in

scarcely be an exaggeration

to say,

more attention than in one half of the other schools put together.
School began Nov. Istand closed January 6th; length in weeks 9%.
No. of scholars over 4 years old attending school 2 weeks, 47.

number 47, Different

scholars

summer

Whole

and winter over 4 years old

attending school 2 weeks, 58. Wages per month, $18 00. Amount contributed in Board, $14 00.

Whole amount of “school money,”

78 71.

DISTRICT NO. VI. (Corning.)
The Summer School in this district was taught by]Miss ErisaneTHa
D. Harvey, of Manchester.
It is believed that this was her first
school, and she entered upon the duties of this but poorly fitted to dis-

15
charge them. She was but just passably acquainted with the branches required by the statute to be taught. Her school was very small
and backward, and perhaps she did as well in it as another teacher
better fitted would have done.
School began May 24th, and closed July 24th ; length in weeks, 9.
Number of scholars over
4 years old attending school 2 weeks 17.
Whole number of scholars attending school, 17. Wages per month,
$6 00.
The Winter School had for its teacher, Miss Saran H: Goopwin,
of this town. Miss G. is well qualified in point of education to impart
correct and yaluable instruction in the various studies pursued, and
has had some experience in teaching. This school did not begin till
late in the season,is small in number, and rather backward. It is
still in operation and will not close under several weeks, When visited by your committee a good degree of order prevailed and a commendable interest was manifested by the scholars in their various stud-

ies.
School began——closed———length in weeks.
Number of scholars
over 4 years old attending school 2 weeks. No. of different scholars
Summer and Winter——Whole No. of scholars attending schouola~—~
Whole amount of “School money,” $51 84.
From various causes with which the public 1s too familiarly acquaintedto need'any specification, the school in this district has suffered much in years past. As there is at present no school house in the
district, the schoolis kept in a deserted dwelling house.
DISTRICT

NO. VIL. (White.)

The Summer School in this district was taught by Mrs. Marr

F.

Martin of this town. Mrs. M. passed -an excellent examination, and
in the schoo] room evinced a good degree of skill in governing her
scholars, and an aptness in imparting instruction to them inthe various branches studied.
Most of the scholars in this school were quite young, almost every
one of them being under twelve years old. A tolerable degree of improvement was made by the different classes. Some ofthe little ones
who began the alphabet atthe first of the school, were at thefclose
of it able to read in easy words of twoor three syllables. A class in
Grammar,

aclass

in

Colburn’s

Arithmetic, and aclass

in Adam/’s

Arithmetic appeared well. The abbreviations were correctly recited.
School began May 31st, and closed Aug. 11th ; length in weeks, 9.
No. of scholars over 4 years old attending school 2 weeks, 81. Whole
number of scholars attending school, 32. Wages per month, $6 00.
Whole amount of ** School Money’? $70 50.

DISTRICT

NO. VIIL. (Dow.)

The Summer school in this district was taught by Miss Aumira J.
Anvexrson of this town. Miss A. is well qualified to teach and met
with a good degree of success in conducting her school. ‘The number
of scholars is great and the school room very small. In order to seat
them at all the scholars are crowded six or seven together on toa
long bench about as close as they can be squeezed in. As good order
as could be expected in these circumstances prevailed. ‘The classes

14
generally had made as much improvement as could be expected and
several of them appeared very well, particularly so aclass in the
Common School Reader, in Morse’s Geography, and in Goodrich’s
History of the United States, in Adam’s Arithmetic, aud in Grammar.
School began May 31st and closed Aug. 18th ; length in weeks 113.
Number of scholars over four years old attending school 2 weeks 65.
Re
number of scholars attending school, 65. Wages per month,
7 00.
The WinTER School was taught by Mr. Joun Dickey of this town.
Mr. D. 1n respect to his qualifications, his skill in governing and: his faculty to communicate information, ranks deservedly high. The school .
was even larger than in the Summer; but it commenced early in the
season and the mild weather of the first of the winter was very favorable both for the attendance ofthe scholars and for their comfort in the
old house.
The classes generally appeared well in their different exercises, and
particu'arly would we name a class in Porter’s Rhetorical Reader, Adams’ Arithmetic—the older boys ; and some in the two classes in Colburn’s Arithmetic, and the class in Grammar.

School began Nov. 15th and closed January 22d; length in weeks, 10.
Number of scholars over 4 years old, attending school 2 weeks, 60.
No. ofdifferent scholars Summer and Winter over 4 attending school
2 weeks 90. Whole number
of scholars in the Winter attending school,

Is Wages per month, $19 00.

Whole amount of “ School Money,”

110 07.

This district is the largest in its number of scholars, if not in territory, of any in town ; and with one exception it also receives the largest amountof public money.
Fourteenscholars are returned between
4 and 14 as not attending school anywhere ; this amount added to 90

equals 104, whole number in the district.

Several citizens of the dis-

trict, visited the school both in the summer and the winter.

DISTRICT

NO.

IX. (Manter.)

The Summer Scuoot in this District was taught by Miss Exiza Ann
Marsuatt, of Derry. Miss M. is more than usually well qualified to
give instruction in the various branches studied in our common schools.
Her scholars appeared to be interested in their studies and evinceda

very good understanding of them in their recitations.

She was mild yet

firm and decided in her government, and the school under her care was

a profitable one. A class in Arithmetic, one in Geography, one in Grammar, and one in Worcester’s Elements of History appeared very well.
* School began May 17th, and closed July 13th; length in weeks 8.—

Number of scholars over 4 years old attending school 2 weeks, 26.—
Whole number of scholars attending school, 28. Wages per month, $8.
The Winter Scuoor was taught by Mr. Loren H. Pease, of Somers, Conn. Mr. P. was young and inexperienced, but was very well
qualified in respect to to his education, to teach the studies in which instruction is required to be given inour common schools. He came fresh
from the Normal Institute in Merrimack, where he had been trained and

made familiar with the knowledge he was to impart to others. This
school was the longest of the Winter schools in town, the district con-

tributing both the board and fuel.

School began, Nov. Ist, and closed
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January 28th ; length in weeks 133. Number of scholars over 4 years
old attending school 2 weeks, 21. No. of different scholars Summer and
Winter over 4 years old 30. Whole number of scholars attendin
school in the Winter,21.

Amount contributed in board and fuel $27,00.

Wages per month, $13,00. Whole amount of ‘school money,” $70,03.
The Committee did not know when this school closed. But it appears
from the register, that the citizens of the district knew and manifested

their interest in the school by being present to the number
of more than

twenty.

DISTRICT

NO. X. (Aiken’s Range.)

‘This is but part of a district, and the other part of it lies in Derry,
where the school-house is Jocated. When Derry was set off from the
old town of Londenderry, the town line divided this district ; but the
inhabitants residing within the original bounds of the district have
always continued to send their scholars to one school. ‘The Registers of the school are returnedto the S. 8. Committee of Derry.
W hole amount of “ School Money,” $15 78. Whole number of different scholars over 4 years old attending school 2 weeks ——.

DISTRICT {No. XI.

(Coburn.)

The Summer Scuoox in this district was taught by Miss Hrru, of
Sanbornton. Miss H. had a very good acquaintance with the branches
required to be taught, and was energetic and active in the school room.

Good order was maintained and the classes appeared well on examination. School began May
and closed
length in weeks
Number above
4 years old, attending school 2 weeks
Whole
number of scholars

in school ——.

Wages per month ——.

Amount

contributed in Board ——.
The register of this school has not been
obtained by your Committee; and unless received before the reports are
sent to Concord, the district must sustain a pecuniary loss.
TheWinTERScHoOL was taught by Mr. Franklin Morrison of this town.
This was Mr. M.’s first school, and he succeeded well in the government
and instruction of it. But the progress of the school was suddenly arrested by the breaking out of the small pox in one of the families of the
district, from which several scholarscame. When visited by your Committee, there was every indication of its being a profitable school. A
class in Morse’s Geography was very good.” School began Dec. 13,

and closed Jan. 7. Length in weeks, 7. Number of scholars over 4 years
old attending school 2 weeks, 29.

Whole

number

of scholars attend-

ing school, 31. Number of different scholars Summerand Winter over
4 years old 2 weeks,——. Wages per month, $15.00. Whole amount
of schoo! money, $45,86. Amount contributed in board, $10,50.

Your Committee embraces this opportunity to submit some remarks
upon om topics intimately connected with the the welfare of our
schools.
SCHOOL
There are now

HOUSES,

three substantial brick school-houses in town; in Nos.

1,4and 5. Bat the one inthe Whittier district, No. 5, is not large
enough to accommodate well the uumber of scholars who attended there
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last Winter. District Nos. 9 and 11 have the next best houses. Districts
Nos. 3, 7 and 8 have very poor houses, old and inconvenient, and not fit
for Winter use ; and the house in No. 2, is a poor one. The report
from district No. 8, returns $16,00 for fuel and $4,50 for repairs, equal-

ling $20,50. But few districts can afford to pay such bills. It is a hard
task in the Winter school to preserve good order in one of these poor
houses, for while those nearest the fire, are too hot, those farther off are

too cold. Sach houses can becontinued ina district,for schoo) purposes,
only at the price of great sacrifices, as the waste of money, the loss of
time and the formation of bad habits on the part of the children. Disorder in theschool room about the fire, or on their seats--the breaking in
of windows, the staving in of a door, the smashing up of a stove pipe,
the cutting and splitting of benches, and the stripping off of clapboards,
are some of these habits. ‘Teachers ought not to allow such things to
be done, and should try to discover and punish the offender. But there
is a strong temptation for the scholars to do them; and at the expense of

truth, they will try to screen the transgressor.

For they know that the

sooner the old house is done with, the sooner they shall get a better one.

SCHOOLS.
In some respects, our schools are improving, and in others, we fear
that they are making but little or no progress.
They are not, on an average, so long now as they were ten or twelve
years ago.

District No. 1, with $113,79 had but 19 weeks ofschool;

district, No. 8, with $110,03 had not quite 22 weeks of school, while district No. 3, with $51,56 had 19 weeks of school, and district No. 9, with
$70,03 had 21 weeks ofschool. The schools will not average 20 weeks
during the year ; and this leaves 32 weeks, in which there is no public
school.
In Writing, we think there is no advance, and we even fear that the
movement is retrograde.
The teachers of both the Summer and
Winter schools were repeatedly charged to pay particular attention to
this subject, and were directed to take some part of every day and devote
especially to this branch. But after all, penmanship received only a slight
degree of attention, and a neat writing-book, written through with care,
in a fair legible hand, is becoming a rarity in our schools.
There are two main causes that operate to produce this state of things.
One is, that the teachers know but little of either the theory or the practice of the art. They have never analyzed the letters and learned the
elements of which they are composed, nor can they present them in
their simple form, nor in combination toa beginner; for most of them
cannot write a good copy-hand, and they are free to say that writengmasters and not themselves ought to teach writing.
The other cause is the multiplicity of studies, and the great number of recitations consequent on this. Formerly the younger children of the school attended onlyto spelling, reading and writing. But
now they attend spelling, reading, arithmetic, and geography, A lesson in one or both of these last branches, must be learned and recited both forenoon and afternoon.
In the committal and recital of
these lessons, the time of the teacherand the scholar is pretty fully
. occupied.
Should he omit either of the other exercises, the parents

would soon complain aloud, but wretzng can, be omitted and. nothin
will be said, and as there is no time to set the copies, writing as omitted,
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The teacher who paid the most attention to writing, last winter, told

the Committee, that “it took most all my evenings to write the copies”
Your Committee, with a view to remedy the evil of this neglect
in futore, have taken some pains to send and purchase writing-books
containing directions for the posture of the body in sitting at the desk,
and for holding the pen and the paper ; and also, containing copies

through two or more books, elegantly executed

and systematically

arranged. ‘The introduction of some good books, containing a good
system of penmanship would carry with it. many advantages.
It
would save the teacher the time and the trouble of setting the copies, and would furnish the scholar with one uniform, elegant style
of penmanship to imitate instead of changing with every change of
teacher, and having only poor copies to pattern after them. With

these suggestions on this subject, we will leave the matter with our
successors in office, and the patrons of our schools.
In spelling the schools are not making much, if any advance ; beeause this subject is thrown too much into the back-ground by other
studies. But we have repeatedly charged the teachers of all our
schools to see to it, that this fundamental branch of a common educa-

tion receive its due share of attention.
In Reading, Arithmetic, Geography and Grammar, it is believed
that there has been a decided advance made within the last ten years.
‘There are some evils connected with our schools, which your Committee do not know by what means

to remedy—namely

: the multi-

plicity of studies, the variety of books used, and the great nnmber of
classes found in the schools.
The statute which specifies the branches to be taught in our common public schools, names Orthography, Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, Geography and Grammar.
But in addition to these, we often find
in the schools Algebra, Chemisty, Goodrich’s, Worcester’s and Par-

ley’s Histories, Natural Philosophy, Intellectual Philosophy, Watts on
the Mind, and sometimes Physiology and Astronomy.
‘There is no
law forintroducing these higher studies, nor do I know of any law
for shutting them out if the teacher chooses to admit them. But it
not unfrequently happens that a few scholars in these studies engross
an undue share of the teacher’s strength and time, to the serious detriment of the younger pupils.
The variety of text books used, is another evil. Your Committee
has done what it well could to remedy this evil, by preparing, as the
law directs, a list of books to be used in our schools on the different branches of Jearning required to be taughtin them, by having this list printed, and causing a copy of the same to be put up in every school house
in town, and by furnishing each teacher with a copy of the same.
But notwithstanding all this care, uniformity not secured inthe books
used, but other books are thrust in, to the great disadvantage of the
schools.

Jor instance, and we cite facts,in one school

three different

kinds of small Geographies, Mitchell’s, Parley’s, and Smith’s were all
brought in and used, making three classes where there ought to have
been but one, and thus wasting two thirds of the teacher’s time speat
on this study. ‘The same remark holds good where different kinds of
books on Grammar or other studies are brought into theschool.
Instead of there being two or three classes, they might, and should all
be put together, and thus save a great loss of time. In our large
'

”
_
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towns, it is not permitted to a few scholars thus to derange the order,
aud diminish the the usefulness of the school, for they are permitted
to use in school only the books prescribed by the Committee.
Should
any be disposed to say that the books selected and recommended by
your Committee, are not the best extant, on those

subjects, the reply

is, that your Committee, having examined several different kinds with
care, is satisfied that these books, though not faultless, are the best
on the whole which could at present be placed in our schools. Itisa
slow and difficult task to effect an entire change in the school books
of suchatown as ours. Inthe selection of books, this consideration
had weight ; and it was endeavored to select those which combined
in the highest degree, the entertacning, the instructive and the elevating.
The large number of classes, is an evil which in our country tewns

cannot be easily remedied. Wecannot bring our four or five hundred
scholars together, as is done in a city, into one building, and send them
into different departments, according to their age and studies. But if
our teachers have but one in a study, that one must form a class, and
thus it sometimes happens that there are nearly as many classes as
scholars.

Indeed, it is believed that there have been some

rare in-

stances, where a single scholar has constituted three or four classes,
having a separate recitation in Arithmetic, in Geography, in Grammar andin History. Any such arrangement causes an undue proportion of time to be given to one scholar, and yet it is sometimes the only arrangement which can well be made. Parents should be considerate in this matter, and not censure teachers if they do not allow their
children to study what they please, when by so doing a separate class
must be constituted. Nor should they complain, when teachers, if
they can do it consistenly, form their children into a class with others,
from whom you may think they ought to be classed separate. We
have sometimes heard as many as seventeen different exercises in a
half day as the regular exercises of the school. But when this is the
case, what can the teacher do more than hurry through each recitation as fast as possible in order to get through at the appointed time.

TEACHERS.
It is the duty of the teacher to govern and instruct the school under
his care.
But this duty to govern necessarily implies the right to give

just laws for regulatingjthe conduct of the school, and the right to
punish the disobedient. ‘The teacher has the same right to punish a
disobedient scholar, that the parent has to punish a disobedient
child.

You

may not

find this

right expressly laid down

in any

statute, nor will you anywhere find such right of the parent expressly laid down.
But it is a part of the common—the unwritten
law of the land. The situation of a teacher is an important and responsible one, and great care should therefore be exercised in selecting
a person to fill that place. It is the duty of the teacher to make out
the register in all particulars; but in this respect, most have failed.

PRUDENTIAL

COMMITTEE.

It is the duty of the Prudential Committee to act as the agent of the
district in taking care of the house, making all necessary repairs, fur-
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nishing fuel, selecting and engaging the teacher, and providing the
same with board. ‘The teacher selected. may be young or old, male
or female, married or unmarried, black or white, and aforeigner if
naturalized, but notan alien. The Prudential Committee is left solely
to his own discretion in these respects, and no one can control his action.
The Prudential Committee should also notify the teacher when the
Superintending Committee will meet for the examination ofteachers;
and also notify the Superintending Committee when the school begins,
and when it ends. ‘This is the more necessary because we have no
uniform time for beginning either our Summer or Winter Schools.
This year they began from early in May till early in June, and from
the first of November till the last of December.
There is, also, no
uniform time of closing the schools, but they are or unequal length and
are as irregular in the time of their ending as of their beginning. ‘The
teachers usually inform the Superintending Committee at the time of
their examination, when the school will begin, but when visited, they
are frequently unable to inform them precisely when the school will

end. ‘he Prudential Committee having failed to notify us, some of
the schools have finished without our being present, or even knowing
the Jast day of the school.

SUPERINTENDING

COMMITTEE.

It is the duty of the Superintending School Committee to examine
the teachers of the schools—to visit the schools at least twice during
each session—to make out a report ofthe schools to the town, and a
Statistical Report to the Secretary of State, and to send one of each
of these reports to the Secretary of State’s Office, on or before the first
of April, and to lodge a copy of each report with the town clerk. It
is also their duty to prescribe the books to be used in schools; and,
when applied to for that purpose, to hear and determine any case of
difficulty that may arise between the teacher and the scholar.
W hoever discharges these duties with a tolerable degree of faithfulnsss, will find no small draft made upon his time and patience. As
neither our Summer or Winter schools have any stated time of commencing, your Committee appointed this year according to the custom
of previous years, two half days for the examination ofthe teachers of
the Summer schools. and the same number for the purpose of examin-

ing the teachers of the Winter schools.

‘The first of these half days

have been fixed usually before the beginning ef the earliest Summer
or Winter schools ; and the second half days, some two or three
weeks afterwards, and previous to the commencement

of the later

schools. Public notice of these days for the examination of teachers
is commonly given some weeks previous, and a request made that the
Prudential Committee would notify the teachers engaged, of the time
and place.
“In conducting the examination of teachers,” says the last report of
the Board of Edueation, ‘itis desirable to appoint aday for that purpose, and assemble all that haye been engaged to instruct. Let the examination be public, and held in a convenient place for the accommodation of as many parents and others interested in the schools, as can

be induced to attend.

It is especially desirable that all the Prudential
Ia common scheols, instruction is con-

Committees should be present.
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fined principally to the elements of knowledge. Let the examination,
therefore, be prolonged and thorough on these.” ‘With these instructions, your Committee has endeavored to comply ; and though we
“never have examined a teacher in any other branehes than Orthography, Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, Geography and Grammar, yet
we always spend from three to five hours in the examination, and we
have never heard the complaint that the examination was not sufliciently thorough.
“It zs desirable” for many reasons, that the examination should be
public, in respect to time and place ; as then, those immediately concerned may know when and where to come ; the friends of education
may be present and judge for themselves, whether the examination is
thorough and fairly conducted, how the candidates appear, and
whether any are unjustly rejected. Jt enables the examining Committee to make their arangments to have that fime free from other
engagements and interruptions, and to devote their whole time and attention to the business in hand.

It is calculated

to save

time, for it

would take no longer to examine a class of len than to examine one.
It is well calculated to expose the ignorance of the half fitted teacher,

and to make him writhe under it, by bringing him along side ofa well
fitted teacher,who promptly and correctly answers every question which
passes from the other unanswered.
‘This makes the ignorant teacher
fee] what a private and separate examination could never do,~-that
the fault of his inability to answer proper questions put to him by the
examiner lies in himself. Any Prudential Committee may know assuredly, that if the person he is engaging to teach manMests an earnest desire for a private examination and to avoid a public one, there is
strong presumptive evidence that such teacher is not qualified. A
teacher that does not wish to attend such examination, will always give
excuses enough for not attending. But it is often exceedingly inconvenient—sometimes impossible by reason of other engagements, for
the committee to turn aside and spend a half day at any time wheneyer it may suit the convenience of a teacher to present himself or herselfto be examined. But besides the four half days of public examination, your Committee has been obliged to have six other private
examinations.
‘Io ‘slight these examinations because pressed for
time, is on the part of the Committee to violate their oath by licensing
persons to teach without knowing whether they are qualified or not
to give correct instruction ; and it is also to throw open a wide door
for the entrance of poor teachers, than which a greater injury could not
be done our schools. Let it be well understood by the teacher engag-

ed, that he or she must pass the ordeal ofa strict and thorough public
examination, before a certificate can be obtained, and it will prove the
best safeguard against the introduction of incompetent teachers. But
Jet it be understood that a teacher can apply to the Committee at any
time and receiveja private, perhaps, too,a slight and hasty examination, and you will probably be troubled with such teachers.
A public examination is also desirable, because all the members of
the Superintending Committee can then be together and compare their
opinions on the fitness of the persons examined to act as teachers.
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VISITING

SCHOULS.

‘The law requires that each school shall be Visited twice during each
session. As there are ten districts and usually two sessions of the public schools in each, during the year, there will be in both the Winter
and Summer schools, twenty sessions and forty visits to be made. ‘l’o
make these visits from any given point, reckoning the travel to and
from the schools, will exceed 230 miles.

At 40 miles a day, the time

spent merely in travelling, would consume some six days. If an average of three hours be spent at a visit in each school, it will amount
to 120 hours.
Divide this by 6, the number of hours contained ina
school day. and it gives 20 days. ‘Taking notes of each exercise in
each school, and copying the same for future use, writing quite anumber ofletters on subjects connected with the schools, making out two
reports and copying one or both of the same, will require a good
many days ot hard and dilligent labor, to say nothing about extraordinary demands which may be made upon their time.
It is also the duty of the Superintending Committee, to return the

registers which were used last Summer

and Winter to the clerks of

the districts. And they are hereby notified, that the same are in readiness for them, and that the Committee would be happy to deliver the

register into their charge.

.

MISCELLANEOUS.
The town virtually taxes itself one hundred dollars above what it is
required to raise by law, of which we get the benefit to ourselves,
but for which we get no public credit in the State

Report.

Should

the town, instead of speczfying that one hundred dollars from the income ofthe surplus revenue he appropriated to school purposes, vote
that the same sum be appropriated from the treasury of the town, and
let the whole surplus revenue income flow into the town treasury, it
would not makea mill’s difference with the town expenses, and it
would enable the Superintending Committee to report one hundred
dollars of direct taxation for the support of schools.
But we do not know as this is a matter of much importance. Bat
we do know that we have had great injustice done us in the State Report in years past.
In the Fifth Annual Report, Londonderry is
placed the very last town in the State in respect to the amount of
money appropriated for the education of each scholar in the town.
We are credited with only 42 cents a scholar, when the true sum
should have been nearly 200 cents a scholar, and the County Commissioner, though courteously informed of this error, and that it was doing us great injustice to publish this in the report and have it copied
into the newspapers

and circulated through the State, yet

has never

condescended in apy way to correct his blunder, leaving us to suffer,
not only for the present, but also for the future. In the same report,
the income from our local funds is given at $104, when the report he
had before him gave it as $182.

During the year now closing, though the law makes it imperatively
the duty of the County Commissioner to visit every town in the County and examine the school in them, yet we have been entirely pase-
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ed by. For what reason, it is not known ;—perhaps because we stood
20 low down inthe table of the Fifth Report, which states the amount
of money appropriated to the scholar.

TIMOTHY G. BRAINARD, 2 Superintending
SAMUEL GILCREAST,
Committee.
Londonderry, February 26, 1853.
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